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PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH UNIT
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• The unit’s key purpose is to provide verifiable information for the department 

by way of conducting research and facilitating the implementation of research 

findings for healthcare practice and policy development.

•   Run the provincial research governance process (protocol vetting support, 

data access procedures, ethics liaison), and support HREC (secretariat   

functions).

• Curate evidence syntheses, policy briefs, and communities of practice; 

maintain a knowledge portal. (facilitate the dissemination and publication of 

relevant research information)

• broker partnerships with universities/researchers and commission/ conduct 

internal research. 

 



WHY DO PEOPLE CONDUCT RESEARCH?
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People conduct research for a bunch of reasons, like 

wanting to learn something new, solving a problem 

or to prove a point, while others do so for practical 

application.

The majority of applications received by the 

department are for educational purposes (master’s 

and PHD studies). However, we encourage 

employees to conduct research to inform decision-

making and provide scientific evidence for policy and 

practice

 



HOW DO YOU APPLY?
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http://www.mpuhe
alth.gov.za/



HOW DO YOU APPLY?
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  Use the approved research 
agenda to help guide your 
research focus: studies that align 
with the research agenda will be 
prioritised when permission is 
granted

.



HOW DO YOU APPLY?

6

Read to 
understand 
the process 

before 
applying



HOW DO YOU APPLY?
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Download the form and contact 
the facility manager, CEO or 

programme manager for support



HOW DO YOU APPLY?
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(CEO/OPM/Programme 
Manager)Please fill in the 

name and designation 
when supporting



National Health Research Database 
(NHRD)
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Once you have all your 
documents… NOW  you can 
register on the NHRD system 

at nhrd.health.gov.za



National Health Research Database (NHRD)
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Once 
registered
, upload 

the 
required 

document
s 



PERMISSION LETTER
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DOH 
EMBLEM

VERIFY 
APPLICANTS 

NAME

VERIFY TITLE 

Confirm 
dates and 
facilities. 
Compare 

against the 
list provided

Ensure signed by chair/Deputy 
chair and dated

The committee reviews all compliant 
applications and provides feedback. 
Once comments are addressed, the 

permission letter is provided 



PERMISSION LETTER
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Send final research reports to: 
Finalresearchreports@mpuhealth.gov.za

Please take 
note



PERMISSION LETTER
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For Internal Use: 
In addition to the permission letter, 

the CEO/OPM and programme 
Managers are required to use the 
provided list to confirm approved 

studies within their facilities  (updates 
are emailed )



ACCESSING PATIENT FILES AND 
INFORMATION FROM PATIENT FILES
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All requests for patient files must be 
made according to the PAIA Manual of 
the Department. This includes requests 
for research purposes.

The permission letter does not exempt 
researchers from this process. COSTS 
WILL BE INCURRED

Facilities are NOT ALLOWED to provide 
patient files to external researchers and 
or attorneys; this is facilitated through 
the District and Provincial Office.  



ACCESSING PATIENT FILES AND 
INFORMATION FROM PATIENT FILES
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PROGRESS AND FINAL RESEARCH REPORT
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Researchers are 
required to provide 

progress reports, final 
research papers and 

articles TO: 
FinalResearchReports@

mpuhealth.gov.za 

You can be 
requested to 
present the 

findings of your 
study to 

Management and 
at the Research 

Day.

mailto:FinalResearchReports@mpuhealth.gov.za
mailto:FinalResearchReports@mpuhealth.gov.za


CONTACT DETAILS

▪ For more information: Please contact,
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Name and Surname Ms Ranzo Hlatshwayo Dr Jerry Sigudla Dr Khethiwe 
Mavimbela

Designation Research Admin Support Manager: Research 
(NHRD)

Senior Manager: 
Research

Contact Details RanzoHla@mpuhealth.g
ov.za/ 072 722 0639

JerryS@mpuhealth.go
v.za/ 081 815 4458

KhethiweM@mpuhea
lth.gov.za/ 072 458 
9266

mailto:RanzoHla@mpuhealth.gov.za/
mailto:RanzoHla@mpuhealth.gov.za/
mailto:JerryS@mpuhealth.gov.za/
mailto:JerryS@mpuhealth.gov.za/
mailto:KhethiweM@mpuhealth.gov.za/
mailto:KhethiweM@mpuhealth.gov.za/


THANK YOU
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